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Overview
Due to our impressive reputation in dewatering, AECOM ;t'AͿ 
contacted MERSINO reƋuesting our presence at tŚe preͲbid ŵeeting Ĩor 
a proũect in Olŵsted, Illinois͘ TŚis proũect was going to reƋuire uniƋue 
installation tecŚniƋues to adŵinister proper dewatering͘ We were 
chosen for the job because our bid and technical submission was the 
only complete bid that indicated tŚe R&Y was ĨullǇ understood͘ Olŵsted 
Daŵ replaced two oĨ tŚe original locŬs and daŵs tŚat were coŵpleted in 
ϭϵϮϵ, and it was tŚe last daŵ in a sǇsteŵ to provide a ǇearͲround 
cŚannel Ĩor navigation from WittsburgŚ, WennsǇlvania to Cairo, Illinois͘ 
TŚe daŵ was built in an ͞inͲtŚeͲwet͟ ŵetŚod to ŵiniŵiǌe iŵpact to river 
traĨĨic and tŚe environŵent͘
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TŚe proũect was located on tŚe OŚio River between <entucŬǇ and Illinois͘ 
All sǇsteŵ installations were done witŚ Ĩlat decŬ barges, crane barges, 
and ŵanͲliĨt barges͘ TŚe installation oĨ tŚe deep wells was eǆperiŵental 
and speciĨicallǇ designed to be able to worŬ oĨĨ barges͘ MERSINO used a 
vibratorǇ Śaŵŵer to install a ϭϰ͟ ǆ ϴϬ͛ long steel caisson͘ Once installed, 
tŚe ϭϰ͟ caisson was water ũetted out, using a ϲ͟ ǆ ϴϬ͛ long ũet tool 
powered bǇ a 'lobal ϴ'S, ũet puŵp͘ tŚen tŚe caisson was out, a ϭϮ͟ ǆ 
ϴϬ͛ long well casing was installed͘ The coarse nature of the native soils 
allowed us to utilize a natural collapse method during well installation. 
TŚe use oĨ vibratorǇ eƋuipŵent and ũetting ŵetŚods, coŵbined witŚ 
working off of barges, ŵade tŚis proũect uniƋue and cŚallenging͘ TŚree 
ϱϬhp ModǇ subŵersibles, ten ϮϬhp Wrosser subŵersibles, two ϭϬhp 
Wrosser subŵersibles and tŚree ϱhp Wrosser subŵersibles were used Ĩor 
tŚis proũect, installed witŚin tŚe new locŬ construction witŚin tŚe river 
itselĨ͘

Challenges
TŚe proũect was sligŚtlǇ delaǇed due to tŚe location oĨ tŚe install on tŚe 
river͘ htiliǌing ŚeavǇ eƋuipŵent on Ĩloat barges was cŚallenging, but 
MERSINO overcaŵe tŚese obstacles and coŵpleted tŚe proũect on 
budget͘ 
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